Order No.

CALEFORNTA REGLONAT
.

SAN T

TE-68

HEDES PHRMET NO. CAD00LGL7

AMENDING ORDER HO. 76~61 REGARDING

PACIFIC

GAS & LLCWURIC COMPANY'S

(POURERO POWER PLAWNT) LBRWLULTE

(¥E!

CIAFRIONS FOR BOILER BLOWDOWN (DISCHARGE 003)

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board; San Francisco Bay Reglon,
(hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

lﬂ

5.

Pacific Gas and Blectric Company, Potrero Power Plant, hereinafiter
calied the dischavyer, submitted a report of waste discharge (Depart-
ment of the Arwmy, Corps of Engineers Permlt Application No. 75-0YS-
2-003078) dated June 28, 1971. The discharge is presently govermed
by Owder No. 76-61,

Discharge 003 contains beiler blowdown from unit 3

and low volune wastes, Metal cleaning wastes associated with unit 3
are neuwtralized and discharged Lo the City's sewer gystem, Boilex
blowdown and low volume waste are discharged with the cooling watex
dischargs 002.

The Environmental Protection Agency's {BPA) "Sffluent guidelines and
Standarxds for the Steam Blectric Power generabing Point Source
Category™ A0CKFR 423.32{a), authorizes the State Tto establish effluent
limitatlons in the UPDES permit either more oy less stringent than

the limitations established by the Envivommental Protection Adgency,

1f the State finds that factors relating to the eguipment or facilities
involved in the process or other such factors ave found to be
fundamantally different than thoge factors considered in the develop-
ment of the guldelines and standards. The establishment of thege
alternative limitatlong requires the approval of the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency.

On Hovember 28, 1977, the discharyer submitted a request for varisnce
fronm EPA afifluent limitations in Potrero Power Plant unit 3 hoiler
blowdown based on fupdamental different factors. (Part of Discharge
003). The request was supplemented by testimony and evidence suly
mitted and presented by the discharger at a Regional Board public
meeting on August L%, 1978,

Based on the evidence received, the Reglonal Board finds that the

poller bhlowdown from unit 3 at the Potrero Power Plant is fundamentally
different from that considered in the development of the effluent

guidelines and standards. The unit 3 hoiler blowdown at this plant
is discharged at high temperature and pressure directly to the
circulating wabter syetem. These facilities are different in that
the EPA'z Development Document for this polnt source category did
not consider either the treatment of high tewperature and pressure
boiler blowdown waste by a flash tapk gvstem for conversion to a
managaable liguilid waste or the related cost for construction and
operation,




O The hoiler blowdown atb Potrero Power Plant, under normal operation

is within allowable BPA limits, DLimits may be excesded during
el

start~up and passivation operations. However, violation during
thess two operations may oceur less than 1% of time. The installa-

tion of equipment to treat the boller blowdown during these
internittent periods would not justify the resultant WO
improvement in discharge guality.

T0OTS HEREBY ORDERED TIHAT:

(v\.f.'.'f'

1. Saction A2 (BEffluent Limitations) of Orxder No. 76-6l, adopted by
this Regional Board on May 18, 1976, is amended to read as follows:

A uffluent Limitations

5. Waste 002 shall not contain constituents in excess of the
following Limits:

30-Day Ma i
tuant Undis Average Dad Ly

const

a. Total Suspended Solids e/ 1 30 100
1hs/day 1.5 5.0

he Ol and Greasae we/ 1 15 20
Lha/day 1.7 L.B

e/ L 1.0 1.¢
ibs/day 0,05 (.08

1. TMotal Cop
d. Total TIron¥* me/ 1 1.0 1.0
ibs/day 0,085 0.05
*Tevemental increase above lavels in low volume waste stream.
Botler blowdown From wnit 2, included in waste 003, will not be
subidect to Bffluent Limitations A.2 above upon approvald by the
Administrator of DPA,

I, ¥red . Dierker, Ixzecutive Of

tify the foregoinyg is a
the California Regional

Tyl

A, Barar AU

Water Ouality Control Boaxd, San Franc

This Order shall serve ag a Nabional Pollutant Discharge Bliaination Systen
permit pursuant to Section 402 of the Fedeval Water Pellution Control Act ow
swendments thereto, and shall take eff £

<t at the sand of 10 davs from date of
adoption provided the Regional Administrator, Enviromnental Protection Agency;
has no objections.

PRED T, DIERKLR
Bxeculive Officer



